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Congratulations to all who participated in this year’s 
summer reading program! 

141 reading logs distributed, 59 returned 
63,690 total minutes read 

14 participants in Teen Reading Tournament 
Special thanks to our sponsors: 

 

Enjoy 24 hours of full off-site access, 

compliments of  

Prairie Skies PLD! 

For more information,  

see page 2. 

 

Hello! I would like to introduce myself as the new 
Director of Prairie Skies Public Library District. I 

am Cindy Boehlke (pronounced “bell-key”) and I 
am excited to join the amazing staff at Prairie 
Skies! I have been the Youth Services Director at 

the Jacksonville Public Library for about 11 years 
and I have been with the Library for about 13 

years. My background is in history, but my work 
has had me closely tied to the library world for 20 

years. I look forward to continuing the services and 
mission of the Prairie Skies Library. I have been a 
patron of the library for several years and to have 

the opportunity to grow into a larger leadership 
position is something that I have been hoping to 

achieve. The Library has an amazing staff and I 
look forward to meeting new patrons and leading 

the Library in the future! 

Cindy Boehlke 

 

Time Course,  
presented by Professor Charles Schweighauser 

(page 2) 

Teen Tabletop Gaming Club (page 3) 

Book Clubs (page 2) 

Staff Picks (page 3) 

Librarian’s Corner (page 3) 
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Are you or someone you know “stuck inside,” 
recuperating or otherwise homebound for any reason? 
Your library is glad to help. Give us a call in Ashland 
(217-476-3417) or Pleasant Plains (217-626-1553) and 
let us know how we can help. Library staff will gladly 
bring materials to your home. You may request a book, 
audiobook, CD or DVD title, or we can bring an 
assortment from our “free” cart. 

The Bookies Book Club will meet 
Thursday, August 26 @ 7 pm in 
Pleasant Plains. This month the group 
will discuss The Last Train to Key 
West by Chanel Cleeton. 
New members welcome! 

 
The Ashland Book Club will meet 

Tuesday, August 31 @ 6 pm in 
Ashland. This month the group will 

discuss Consider the Fork: A History of 

Howe We Cook and Eat by Bee Wilson.  
New members welcome! 

Do you like board games, but have trouble 

getting your friends together to play? Do you 

watch shows like Critical Role and Dimension 

20, and want to try your hand at  

Dungeons & Dragons? 

Contact either location to sign up for the 

  
Open to ages 13—19

 

Enjoy access to      Go to www.pspld.com 
The New York Times,    to access the database. 
compliments of the Prairie  Click on the provided URL, 
Skies Public Library District.  create an account and    
          log in for 24-hour access. 
Whether you’re managing    
finances, tackling tough    If you have any questions  
parenting problems or simply  contact either location.   
looking to make sense of this   
moment, rely on our original,     
quality journalism to lead the    
way.   
 
It’s an essential source for fearless reporting, varied perspectives and practical advice on nearly every topic — from the vital issues 

shaping our world to the simple pleasures that make everyday life better. 
 

Presented by  
Professor Charles Schweighauser 

at the Pleasant Plains location 
 

Two sections offered: 
Tuesdays, 9:30 am—12:30 pm (Sep. 14-Nov. 23) 
Thursdays, 6:00 pm—9:00 pm (Sep. 16-Dec. 23)* 

 
Each section is limited to 12 participants on a first come, 

first serve basis. Participants may register for one 
section only. 

 
No tuition cost, except for textbook: 

Sean Carroll, From Eternity to Here: The 
Quest for the Ultimate Theory of Time 

 
The course will be taught at the college 

level, without credit, tests, quizzes, finals, 
or papers. (There will be occasional 

voluntary mathematical problem sets.) 
 

Contact either location to register. 
 

*There are no classes on the 4th Thursday of the month. 



Page 3 Volume , Issue 

Staff Picks 
Check out these titles available at PSPLD  

(recommended by your friendly librarians)! 

 

Forever by Your Side by Tracie Peterson 
The Secret Messenger by Mandy Robotham 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
I’ll Be the One by Lyla Lee 

*Stop by either location to make a request!* Ask Us about our bundles!  

Don’t know what to read or watch? Looking for a 

specific genre? Or are you just wanting to be 

surprised with your next check-out? PSPLD staff 

have rounded up books and DVDs of a variety of 

genres, topics, age levels, etc. 

*Stop by or call either location to learn more about 

Any patrons wishing to may still request curbside pickup or 
contactless home delivery. 

 

Books checked out from either location may be returned 
to book drops located at both Ashland & Pleasant Plains 

locations, as well as Farmingdale School, and Gardner 
Township Hall. 

PSPLD’s monthly board meeting will be 
Tuesday, August 10 @ 6 pm in Ashland 

PSPLD will be CLOSED   
Thursday, August 12, 9 am—12 pm 

for our monthly staff meeting. 

Ashland will be open 12pm-5pm  
Plains will be open 12pm-7pm 

Morning sunlight filters through the windows looming over the library floor, 

welcoming the librarians as they prepare to open the building to the public. The computers come on, the 
lights come on. They are ready for the day. The second time the door opens, the pitter-patter of little feet 
thump on the rug in the entryway. Grown-ups and children stream into the library. Reading logs are due 
today, Summer Reading Program is almost over. The little eyes twinkle with glee as they hand in the pieces 
of paper with pictures of crayons they have colored with their own crayons to mark every fifteen minutes 
they spent reading over the summer, or the circles they put colorful “X”s through. They worked a long time, 
and it turned out not to be difficult. Reading was fun, and they know they will keep reading even after the 
summer is over. They discover new worlds when they open books, they reunite with their favorite characters 
found on their television screens, they learn about animals, space ships, history, etc. It has been a summer 
full of excitement and wonder. Now, they will wait for their final prizes on Monday, and the party day in 
their honor, celebrating the long but not hard work they did the last two months. Summer Reading Program 
may have ended, but reading doesn’t have to. Keep checking out books, keep flipping those pages, keep 

exploring new places. Reading colors your world. Happy reading!                                  GERTRUDE READING 

August is 

 
 

 Like human infants, puppies enjoy hide-and-
seek. 

 Some dogs can learn more than 1,000 words. 
 Dogs have twice as many muscles in their ears 

as humans. 
 Puppies are born blind, deaf, and toothless. 
 Dogs aren’t completely colorblind; they can 

see shades of black, white, blue, and yellow. 
 Similar to human fingerprints, no two dogs 

have the same nose print. 
 Stray dogs in Moscow 

learned to ride the subway 
for food. 

 
 
Source: www.foundanimals.org 
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Community 

This Publication is printed for the purpose of announcing library programs and information as well as community 
events.  If you have an upcoming program or event that you would like announced, please turn information in by 
the 20th of each month for publication in the following newsletter.  Thank you! 

A-C Central CUSD #262 
Central Office: PO Box 260, 501 W. Buchanan, 

Phone: 217-476-8112 | Ashland IL 62612 

www.a-ccentral.com 

Aug. 17: First day of school 
Sep. 6: Labor Day—no school 
Sep. 17: Early dismissal 
Oct. 8: Early dismissal 
Oct. 11: Columbus Day—no school 
Oct. 20-21: Parent/Teacher conferences-early dismissal 

Pleasant Plains CUSD #8 
Unit Office: PO Box 20, 315 W. Church,  

Phone: 217-626-1041 | Pleasant Plains IL 62677 

www.ppcusd8.org 

Aug. 19: First day of school 
Sep. 6: Labor Day—no school 
Oct. 8: No school 
Oct. 11: Columbus Day—no school 
Oct. 28: Parent/Teacher conferences—early dismissal 
Oct. 29: Parent/Teacher conferences—no school 

Helping Hands Food Pantry 
100 W. Main St.  

Pleasant Plains, IL 
(former “America’s Cup” building) 

 
 

The food pantry is open every 
Saturday 8 am—10 am. 

Ashland Community Food Pantry 
300 W. Editor St. | Ashland, IL 

(United Methodist Church) 
 

The pantry does not have set hours. 
Anyone in need of assistance or 

wishing to make a donation can call 
Johanna Betters (217-899-6063). 

Memories of 

Ashland 
Are you interested in 

Ashland history? 

Check out the new Memories of 

Ashland blog. You’ll find stories 

of the people and businesses of 

Ashland’s past. Our sleepy little 

town wasn’t always sleepy. 

memoriesofashland.wordpress.com 

“I always get lost in the library,” he 

said, “no matter how many times I go. 

In fact, I think I get lost there more, the 

more that I go. Like it’s getting to know 

me and revealing new passages.” 
Rainbow Rowell, Fangirl 

memoriesofashland.wordpress.com

